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United Nations @ Nations Unies

OFFICE OF THE RECOVERY COORDINATOR FOR ACEH AND NIAS

According to the SPAN. the total number of current IDPs amounted to 192,055 in
Aceh during August and September 2005 when fieldwork was undertaken. It is
difficult, however, to arrive at consistent figures on IDPs for Nias as the tables
presented in the slide presentation of the census varied from other hand outs provided
during the SPAN presentation by the Bureau of Statistics (BPS) on 29 November
2005.

The figures for Aceh in any case are far lower than the numbers previously produced
by Satkorlak and Dinsos. This seeming discrepancy may be attributed among other
things to differences in definition addressed below.

[The definition of IDPs in the SPAN census is based on whether respondents at that
time identified themselves as an IDP. The question posed to respondents was
“Apakah saat ini anda sebagai pengungsi?” Engl: Are you an internally displaced
person at this time? This question was necessarily subjective, as data were collected
through questioning household heads on whether they self identified as IDPs.

Significantly, the census also records that 312,463 tsunami/earthquake survivors who
once identified themselves as IDPs no longer do. The follow up question that was
posed to respondents who answered no to the previous question of whether they were
an [DP was “Apakah Anda pernah mengungsi setelah gempa/tsunami?” Engl: Have
you ever been displaced as a result of the earthquake/tsunami?

This large number of Tsunami-earthquake swrvivors having once but no longer
identifying themselves as current IDPs does not imply that they automatically no
longer require support from relief and recovery agencies in Aceh and Nias, quite the
contrary. For example, many survivors are not recorded as TDPs, but are still living in
tents or ad hoc structures on their own lands.

There may also be cultural. psychological or linguistic reasons why such a large
number of people who once considered themselves IDPs no longer want to identify
themselves as such. Two possible explanations stand out. Firstly, many tsunami-
earthquake survivors have gone back to their own lands and now consider themselves
s having returned home and therefore no longer an IDP regardless of the living
conditions they experience. Secondly. being labelled a “pengungsi™ or IDP in Aceh
may carry a negative connotation which many tsunami survivors probably want to
avoid.

[While we maintain the primacy of census data over other sources, these issues suggest
a need to review our usage of the category of IDPs in the Aceh-Nias case. In fact,
focusing on IDP figures can be quite misleading, particularly if it is interpreted to
mean that they are the only ones who need relief and other types of support.

It is evident from the 312,463 people in Aceh who define themselves as former IDPs
that few of them have obtained proper shelter in the form of new houses nor have
many had their livelihoods fully restored. Simply put, the distinction between current
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NO Districts Data Satkorlak/Saocial Affairs Office Data from BPDE
8-Jan-05 24-Feb-05 25-May-05 22-Jun-05 4-Jul-05 20-Jul-06

1 | Bireuen 23,550 14,043 49,945 38,662 49,945 35,063
2 | Pidie 55,099 32,067 82,612 48,456 81,532 79,188
3 Aceh Utara 28,470 28,113 33,004 32,761 30,511 31,667
4 Lhokseumawe 3,456 16,412 10,643 2,494 6,260
5 | Banda Aceh 27,980 40,831 49,921 56,874 49,921 37,382
6 | Aceh Besar 107,740 98,384 97,485 55,800 99,815 64,145
7 | Aceh Timur 1,849 14,054 12,422 13,773 14,072 20,456
8 | Langsa 10,227 2,806 6,156 1,052 6,156 1,401

Sub-Total Northeastern Aceh 258,371 246,710 331,545 258,021 334,446 276,462
9 Aceh Jaya 31,465 31,564 40,422 20,781 40,422 33,309
10 | Aceh Selatan 0 16,049 16,148 10,370 16,149 14,421
11 | Aceh Barat Daya 3,180 13,847 3,480 4,599 3,480 4,062
12 | Aceh Tamiang 0 800 3,396 1,261 3,396 1,792
13 | Aceh Barat 56,497 49,310 72,689 72,689 68,931
14 | Nagan Raya 10,712 11,281 17,040 12,679 17,040 13,514
15 | Aceh Tengah 3,454 5,161 5,288 1,642 5,288 832
16 | Bener Meriah 0 1,204 819 819 110
17 | Aceh Tenggara 0 1,759 809 169 809 484
18 Aceh Singkil 0 2,032 105 30,967 21,884
19 | Gayo Lues 0 158 158 4
20 | Simeulue 0 15,551 18,009 42,751 24,400
21 | Sabang 0 5,633 3,712 4,263 3,712 2,685

Sub-Total Central & Southwestern Aceh 105,308 154,191 182,075 55,764 237,680 186,428

Total
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Population
GAMPONG / Before Tsunami After Tsunami
KELURAHAN Missing Dead Survivor
HH M F T M F T M F T HH M F T

JUlee Lheue 839 1776 2378 4154 30 271 301 1146| 1773 2919 570, 700 429 1129
JDeah Glumpang 294 642 530 1172} 23 76| 99| 397 342 739 174 242 128 370
JDeah Baro 258 584 426 1010F 21 180, 201 335 186 521 172 242 70 312
4Alue Deah Teungoh 349 785] 707) 1492} 25 77 102 542 533 1075 182 258 117 375
YLampaseh Aceh 438 1142 1258 2400f 40 144 184 596/ 841 1437 249 806 394 1200
gLambung 268 683 558 1241] 18 55) 73] 462 396 858] 149 210 110 320
7Blang Oi 753 1630 1770 3400 36| 199 235 1021 1201 2222 692 723 458 1181
gPunge Jurong 1122 2999 2950 5949 38 215 253 1691 2070 3761) 778 1570 865 2435
dPunge Ujong 368 1062 951 2013] 26/ 231 257 540, 367 907 227] 622 393 1015
1dGampdng Baro 280 815 570, 1385 23 128 151 481 274 755 183 341 196 537
13Surien 282 721 547 1268] 14 78] 92| 306 380 686] 192 451] 120 571
121 amjabat 300 666 456 1122] 25 74 99| 496 305 801 98 214 87 301
13Cot Lamkuweuh 374 796 1209 2005 84| 476 560 594 670 1264 183 223 117 340
14Gampodng Blang 152 365] 218] 583] 26 73 99| 295 119 414 49 149 65) 214
19Aso Nanggroe 235 711 503] 1214} 20| 114{ 134 540 324 864 134/ 181 83 264
14Gampodng Pie 184 481 329 810 9 170 179 368 111 479 124 118 54 172
Total 6496 15858 15360 31218 458 2561 3019| 9810[ 9892 19702 4156 7050 3686 10736

HH=Household, M=Male, F=Female, T=Total



