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The paper focuses on patterns of resource exploitation in the Tanjung Puting National Park, a protected forest in Central Kalimantan, Indonesia. In recent years, exploitation of the national park has been facilitated by the wider dynamics of the local political context and the implementation of the 1999 regional autonomy law. Particularly in the forest sector, the backbone of Central Kalimantan’s economy, this dynamics of shifting power relations has given rise to intense economic and political contestation among local formal and informal elites and timber barons.

To compete for the vast profits at stake, actors mobilize economic and social capital through various means and agents. Migrant communities belonging to particular (mostly ethnic-based) associations, military or forestry department officials, and groups of thugs (preman) have been engaged to prevent local people from taking part in the tree-felling. Based on a literature review and field research in Central Kalimantan in 2003 and 2004, this paper will focus on the ways in which actors exercised profit and other motives, frequently with the use of violence.
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Studies on ethnic relations sometimes neglect the conceptual difference between ethnic conflict and ethnic violence, the latter regarded merely as an escalation of the former. In this view, the greater the difference in culture and social structure, the more intense the competition between them, and the more likelihood ethnic violence will occur. This hypothesis is challenged in the case of West Kalimantan, where intense competition between Dayak and Malay has so far not led to violence. Violence has instead been directed against Chinese and Madurese communities. This paper presents evidence showing that in West Kalimantan it is not levels of ethnic competition per se, but rather changing patterns of competition among ethnic-based criminal groups that lie at the heart of contemporary episodes of violent conflict, massacres and ethnic cleansing. Although the current configuration of ethnic criminality might suggest a major Dayak-Malay confrontation is only a matter of time, recent changes in the political context, in modes of public discourse, and in mechanisms of social control have led to a reduced likelihood of violent conflict on the whole.
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This paper deals with Madurese settlement and the experience of ethnic violence and its consequences in Samarinda, East Kalimantan (Borneo). It analyses the efforts of Madurese to earn a stable living in East Kalimantan. These efforts take place within a context of constant tensions with other ethnic groups, the ethnic cleansing of Madurese in West and Central Kalimantan in 2000/2001, and strong negative stereotyping of Madurese in general. 

The paper shows that regional and national developments, such as the economic crisis and the on-going decentralisation process in Indonesia, the collective trauma of ethnic violence, and the increasingly limited possibilities of migrating to Malaysia, represent important frames of meaning shaping the establishment and patterns of Madurese livelihoods in an area without violence. The paper will address several key questions. How do Madurese establish a living in East Kalimantan and how do they deal with interethnic relationships? How do they experience, interpret, and deal with the major and minor forms of direct and indirect violence and how does this determine the way they establish livelihoods in East Kalimantan? Finally, how can we explain the absence of violence in East Kalimantan and derive some lessons for conflict prevention at the regional level?
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The transition to democracy in Indonesia, which has proceeded since the fall of Suharto and his authoritarian regime in 1998, has brought about conflicting outcomes. While the Indonesian people are now enjoying more freedom to assert their political aspiration, violent conflicts have become more common, particularly in the Moluccas, Central Sulawesi, Aceh, Papua, and West and Central Kalimantan. During this troubled period, Indonesia has gone ahead with two general elections, in 1999 and 2004. The 2004 election represents a milestone, as for the first time Indonesians will elect their executive and parliamentary leaders by direct election. Although democratic systems and elections are seen as necessary for peace and stability, there have been some concerns that the 2004 general election will reignite violence in areas that have recently experienced conflict. In this context of democratisation and conflict, the paper will examine the conduct of the 2004 general election, particularly in conflict areas in Kalimantan (Sambas and Sampit), Sulawesi (Poso), and the Moluccas (Ambon). It will then consider possible relations between the root factors of conflict and the 2004 election process. Finally, the paper will try to explain why in some areas the elections have gone relatively peacefully, while in others conflict and violence occurred.
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Most previous research on conflict has focused on large-scale, high-profile episodes of violence and framed them in terms of ethnic/religious tensions, separatist discontent, thwarted economic opportunities, or weak institutions. Such research, often derived from secondary sources and/or from observations at a single point in time, seeks cultural or structuralist explanations and solutions. This paper looks instead at local level (‘everyday’) conflicts, their evolution over time into resolution, stalemate, or escalation, and the mechanisms by which these different outcomes are achieved through engagement with (and interactions between) customary and formal dispute resolution mechanisms. On the basis of detailed evidence gathered by twelve researchers over six months in forty-one villages in two Indonesian provinces, the paper presents an integrated framework for understanding the pathways that conflicts can take, the conditions under which they follow one trajectory rather than other, and the characteristics that make for effective intervention. Such a framework, the paper argues, can help enhance the capacity of citizens, policymakers, and practitioners to craft effective responses to conflict in developing countries, thereby helping establish constructive precedents and procedures for preventing everyday forms of conflict—an inevitable and inherent feature of development—from turning violent. The paper uses examples from East Nusa Tenggara and East Java, but cases of conflict in Central Kalimantan and Lampung will also be discussed.
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Conflict is inherent in any society, but it can take on constructive and destructive forms. Constructive conflicts are those disputes where the outcomes of negotiations facilitate the social, economic, cultural, and political changes demanded by citizens, without the use of violence. Destructive conflicts on the other hand often involve violence as a form of problem solving, or result in a stalemate of long-term tensions between the disputing parties, which perpetuates the conflict cycle or in some cases triggers new conflicts. Since 1998, destructive conflicts have played out not only in the high profile conflict regions but also across the archipelago. East Java, a province with a low-conflict profile, provides a snapshot of how destructive and constructive conflicts play out in Indonesia at the local level, in both peaceful and violent areas.

Using a mixed qualitative and quantitative research methodology, this study seeks to understand the local-level capacity to manage conflict and variations in violence across the East Java province, with particular attention paid to Madura and Ponorogo. It explains why some communities experience higher levels of violence than others, focusing on the importance of trusted leaders and/or security forces with the legitimacy, resources, willingness and problem-jurisdictional compatibility to prevent or allow conflicts to escalate into violence; functioning informal and formal dispute resolution mechanisms appropriate to the kind of problem emerging; associational civic interaction; and a strong local institutional environment which can facilitate non-violent problem solving. It also emphasizes that unravelling group and conflict dynamics in any given area requires an understanding of local identity groups beyond ethnic, religious, or linguistic cleavages, particularly if the area in question is perceived to be demographically homogenous.
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The Reformasi (Reform) movement precipitated the fall of the Soeharto regime, but was also accompanied by an extraordinary amount of violence throughout Indonesia and East Timor. One of these violent phenomena was the outbreak of killings of more than a hundred alleged sorcerers in Banyuwangi and other areas of East Java. This paper is the first presentation of original intensive research on these killings which is also the basis of my PhD thesis. The research incorporates over a year’s fieldwork based in a hamlet where killings occurred. The research also includes analysis of killings throughout the area and more than two hundred interviews with the perpetrators of the killings, victims’ families, witnesses, and also with those responsible for handling the problem, such as village heads, military officers, policemen, and judges. 

In the past five years the topic of violence has emerged as a central concern for scholars of Indonesia. Predominately, analysis has tended to focus on the violence the state perpetrates on the population through repression by the armed forces and gangs, ‘silent’ or covert forms of intimidation, and the instigation or encouragement of social tensions or divisions. This paper critically engages with these ideas, presenting findings which emphasise the importance of local agency in the understanding of violence in Indonesia.
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This paper examines the rise of mass-based civilian vigilante groups dedicated to ‘fight crime’ that have emerged among the Sasak and Balinese on Lombok in the post-Suharto era. Based on fieldwork conducted in Central Lombok in the late 1990s and in 2001, I discuss the emergence and subsequent development of these groups that have become known as pam swakarsa, focusing on their complex and shifting relation to stately authorities in the New Order and the reformation era. I argue that such vigilante groups initially emerged as self-help initiatives to ‘take back’ stolen property, but that they increasingly have taken on what, following Trouillot (2001), might be termed ‘state effects’.

In the case of Lombok, we are witnessing a process that MacDougall (2003) has aptly termed ‘militarisation from below’, a development I discuss as a legacy of the New Order, a regime that relied heavily on violence to keep citizens in check even as it operated through the ‘concubinage of crime and the state’ (Schulte Nordholdt 2002). In the reformation era, vigilante groups have organized themselves in ways that approximate the army’s organizational structure, with members donning uniforms and paraphernalia associated with the police and the army. I argue that the proliferation of vigilante groups is partly about appropriating the (uncivil) state’s awesome powers through a process of mimesis. I will also argue that the proliferation of self-reliant militias needs to be understood in relation to prevalent notions of masculinity that place a premium on bravery and a capacity for violence. Recent developments on Lombok seem to bear out Schulte Nordholdt’s prediction that parts of decentralized Indonesia are heading in the direction of becoming a ‘negara preman’ (2002), characterized by the decentralization not only of politics but also of violence. 
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The label ‘Asian Piracy’—in contrast to ‘African’ or ‘Latin American’ piracy—is commonly used to denote a type of mainly opportunistic piracy characterised by low levels of violence excluding the use of fire arms. The image thus projected, however, is highly misleading as much piracy in Southeast Asia during the last two decades has involved high levels of violence. The attacks against the Indochinese boat refugees in the Gulf of Thailand in the 1980s were by far the most violent outbreak of piracy anywhere in the world during the twentieth century, and in latter years pirate attacks in Southeast Asia have often involved the murder of crew members.

Drawing on quantitative data, the paper aims to assess the regional distribution of piratical violence in Southeast Asia since c. 1980. In addition, qualitative information about piratical violence will be used to understand the type of situations and conditions in which such violence is likely to occur. The patterns of violence which thus emerge will be assessed comparatively with reference to specific political, social, ethnic and cultural factors pertaining to the various regions prone to piratical violence.
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That the security forces took sides in the protracted Ambon crisis is a well-know fact. This paper, based on secondary data and field research, describes and analyses the profile and dynamics of the security forces just before and during the early stages of the Ambon conflict, both at the national and the local levels. The paper argues that the landscape of the security forces during Indonesia’s transition period, both through parallel and in some cases simultaneous interaction between the national and local levels, provided fertile soil for their partisanship in the conflict. Five spheres of tension are identified and analysed: between the security forces and society; internal to the army; between the army and police; between the government and military; and internal to the police. Each sphere is scrutinised at the local and national levels, to illuminate the parallels and interplay between them. 

Just before and at an early stage of the Ambon conflict the security forces were anything but secure. Their public image was poor, their internal cohesion and networks of coordination were fragile, and the reform movement was threatening their political position and economic interests. Still, they possessed enormous residual political resources with which to resist any marginalisation. These factors help explain the difficulties they had in effectively dealing with a massive social upheaval on the scale of Ambon, and the tendency to adopt partisan roles.
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This paper reviews a long cyclical history of political violence in the eastern-most province of Indonesia. It analyses the way in which the Indonesian military justifies its presence and masks its political and economic interests. The paper argues that by the mid-1990s the human rights movement in West Papua had begun to pose a threat to the military's position. By exposing the excessively violent nature of military operations in the province, it gained the sympathy of the Indonesian pro-democracy movement and, with the independence of East Timor, brought the case of Papua to the attention of the international community. However, when demands for Papuan independence came to the fore at the end of the 1990s, the military was able to regain legitimacy with Indonesians by employing the nationalist discourse on the need to preserve the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia. Independence demands have thus given the military an excuse to maintain and extend dominance over the political and economic affairs of West Papua, a reassurance of support from the power centre in Jakarta, and a lessening of the public scrutiny of their actions. In the end, the military has even succeeded in arguing that the human rights movement is a cover for the separatist movement. 
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This paper tries to provide some understanding of the current violence in the Muslim provinces of southern Thailand where police and military personnel and Buddhist monks have been killed by alleged Muslim separatists. The torching of more than twenty schools throughout the south, a practice that was popular with the Muslim separatists about twenty years ago, has led to the accusation that separatist Malay Muslims living outside of Thailand, particularly Malaysia, are responsible for the recent acts of violence against life and property. 

I argue that the history of Malay-Muslim separatist violence in Thailand and the current American war against Muslim terrorism automatically provides a ready-made discourse propagating Muslim terrorism in Thailand. The quintessential Thai fear of a threat to its borders, let alone a Muslim terrorist attack on its soil, and its support for the United States in its fight against global terrorism, combine to create the Muslim terrorist renegade and perpetual national (and now international) security threat. This image of the Muslim has become legendary despite the fact that much of the ‘terrorism’ in Muslim Thailand is attributed to petty criminals, gangsters, local mafia, and ‘mercenary separatists’.
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Muslim militancy and insurgency in the Philippines have undergone substantial changes over their long history. This paper examines how national, regional and global security concerns in the U.S. led war against terrorism impact on Philippine policies towards her Muslim population, affect inter-ethnic tension and violence, and influence the chances of a lasting peace in the Southern Philippines. A background section outlines the root causes of the conflict, challenging some of the common nationalist assumptions. The paper then focuses on recent policy measures of the Macapagal Arroyo administration—the only administration in Southeast Asia to back the U. S. anti-terror plans from the outset—and the Muslim response, and argues that the Philippine government greatly benefits from this newly formed ‘special relation​ship.’ While it is common knowledge that the Philippines has become a hub of Islamism in Southeast Asia the paper argues against the growing tendency to classify all political violence as terrorism or to view terrorism as a prerogative of non-state actors. With the Philippine Muslims far from unified and government policies more geared to generating conformity than to addressing root causes, the chances for a lasting peace seem dim.
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Indonesia has witnessed explosive group violence in recent years, but unlike its plentiful economic statistics, the data on conflict were remarkably sketchy. Because it wanted to give the appearance of order and stability, the New Order did not believe in publishing reports on group conflict, nor did it allow researchers and non-governmental organizations to probe the patterns and causes of conflict. This paper is based on the first database ever constructed on group violence in Indonesia. Following, and adapting for Indonesian conditions, methodologies developed and used elsewhere, we cover the years 1990-2003, split the data into various categories, and identify the national, regional and local patterns of collective violence. Much that we find is surprising, given the common perceptions about, and in, Indonesia. Of the several conclusions we draw, the most important one is that group violence in Indonesia is highly locally concentrated. Fifteen districts (kabupaten and kota), in which a mere 6.5 per cent of the country’s population lived in 2000, account for as much as 85.5 per cent of all deaths in group violence. Group violence is not as widespread as is normally believed. If we can figure out why so many districts remained reasonably quiet, even as the violent systemic shifts, such the decline of the New Order, deeply shook fifteen districts causing a large number of deaths, we may also understand how one should deal with the cataclysms of the endemically violent towns, as also how one might think about preventing, or minimizing, group violence in the coming years.
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The purpose of this paper is to explore some of the theoretical formulations behind political measures employed in Democratic Kampuchea and in China during the Cultural Revolution, and to situate the violent nature of these measures in their political contexts. The key question here is whether the theories of China's Cultural Revolution can help one understand the politics of the Khmer Rouge regime.

The Khmer Rouge policies such as partial evacuation of the cities, "storming attacks" on economic problems, purging of "enemies," and the use of the term "Great Leap Forward" greatly resembled Chinese politics. However, by the time the policies were employed in Cambodia, significant changes had taken place in Marxist thinking in China. Most of 
the Chinese intellectual influence on Khmer Rouge politics stems from the Great Leap Forward and/or the early stages of the Cultural Revolution, and thus does not directly reflect the political situation in China at the end of the 1970s.

A hypothesis of this paper is that the adaptation and use of Chinese slogans in Democratic Kampuchea and the borrowing and development of Chinese theories were closely connected to Democratic Kampuchea's need to gain support from China. What, then, was the role of ideology: to what extent was the radical nature of politics in Democratic Kampuchea influenced by Chinese thinking?
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This paper analyses the situation of ethnic Vietnamese in Cambodia, and explores the roots and effects of the anti-Vietnamese sentiments regularly voiced by the Cambodian elite and reflected in the policies of the Cambodian authorities. The anti-Vietnamese discourse shows that the perceptions of Vietnam as a state influence Cambodian attitudes towards the Vietnamese minority. Discriminatory policies implemented by the Cambodian authorities and attacks they authorised led to the virtual elimination of the Vietnamese minority in the 1970s, when some 420,000 Vietnamese were expelled or fled to Vietnam. In the 1980s ethnic Vietnamese returned to Cambodia, while in the 1990s politically motivated attacks on ethnic Vietnamese were carried out on a number of occasions. These attacks posed a serious threat to the Vietnamese community at large.

